
Has permission for safe isolation 
been obtained?

Seek permission

Locate and identify circuit or 
equipment to be worked on

Is the circuit or equipment in 
service?

Find out where and why circuit or 
equipment is de-energised

Situation cleared!

Identify the point of isolation and isolate the 
circuit by switching off and:
• Removing fuses
• Locking off
• Isolating switches or circuit breakers
• Place warning label

Select the correct test equipment and ensure it 
works correctly on a known live source

YES

NO

Test for voltage to make sure it is dead.
Single phase supply – test between:

> Line and Neutral
> Line and Earth

> Neutral and Earth
Three phase supply – test between:

> L1 and L2
> L1 and L3

> L1 and Neutral
> L1 and Earth

> L2 and L3
> L2 and Neutral

> L2 and Earth
> L3 and Neutral 

> L3 and Earth
> Neutral and Earth

Voltage detected?

Re-test the test equipment 
(known live source)

Voltage detected?

You are safe to commence 
with work

YES

NO

YES

YES

NO

YES

Safe Electric Isolation 

Procedure
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